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but he was unable to convince his entourage. In a
speech at the beginning of June he said: "The risk
which must be realized in Europe and outside Europe
to-day is known to all the world. It is a regime of
oppression where men who are not Germans are but
skves. The new world announced by Hider in his
proclamation may begin perhaps by trickery, but soon
enough will follow orders for the bullying of the workers
and the moral and physical destruction of the 6lite. It
would be the Middle Ages again, but not illuminated
by the mercy of Christ."
What he foretold is taking place in his country to-day.
But hope rests with the French soldiers, sailors, airmen,
and civilians in exile, led by General de Gaulle, with the
French people themselves, whose individualism, though
it contributed to their defeat, will help them to survive
as a nation, and with the British Commonwealth of
Nations which will not desist from the war until final
victory is achieved. The Petains and the Weygands
may have succeeded for the time being in suffocating
a national uprising, but the revolution will come when
German power has been broken. That a dique of men
should have succeeded in turning Britain's ally into
what amounts almost to an enemy power is the tragedy
of France. ** Later, with the passing of time," recently
wrote Elie J. Bois, for twenty-five years Editor of the
Petit Parisien, " when, as I hope, this nightmare wiD
be no more than a sad memory, the most astounding
features will appear to be the sadistic act of these * mm
of the capitulation * in concealing it beneath the prestige